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XV. A Letter from the Reverend Henry Miles
D.D. and F.R. S. to the Prefident; con-

taining Obfervations of luminous Emana-
tions _f7orn human Bodies, a7d from Brutes;
with fome Remarks on EleGricity.

S IR,

Read June 13. HE many Experiments lately made
1745 in Ele&ricity, and the furprifing
Effe@ts which “have been produced, are Encourage-
ments to procccd in fuch Trials, that by an advancing
Knowledge in the Nature of thefe ftrange Phaeno-
mena, we may have growing !Hopces fome Benefit will
accrue to Mankind from them, as well as Entertain-
ment to the Curious.

I fhould therefore-think myfelf very happy, could I
contribute any thing towards an Improwcmcnt in this
Branch of natural Knowledge, were it but by fug-
gefting what Perfons of happier Talents might make
a more fuccefsful Ufe of, than I am able to do.

The following Accounts, which relate to an odd
Phanomenon, that has been feveral times obferved
in fome human Bodies, as well as in thofe of fome
brute Animals, I was, for a good while, backward
to offer to the Confideration of thofec who are atten-
tive to cle@ric Experiments, fearing they would be
thought a little foreign to the bub)c& but this Ap-
prchcnf on has, in a great meafure, been removed,
by confidering the Remark which the late ingenious
and induftrious Member of the Royal Vonet)' Mr.
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Steph. Gray made, in confequence of the Experiment
of a Boy {ufpended - ontHair Lincs; viz. ¢ Hereby
« we fec, that Animals receive a greater Quantity of
<« cle@ric Effluvia ¥ ----- And, with the Leave of a
very 4 learned Perfon, and an honourablc Member of
the ame Socicty, 1 will add his Remark oa the {iid
Experiment. < Itis ({ays he) very oblervable, that
the Communication of Eleflricity is much greater
« thro’ animal than thro’ inanimatc Bodics: that is,
« The claftic Fluid, pafling thro’ thefe, mects with
« a greater Quantity of thc fame Matter in them
« than in the other; the folid animal Fibres being
« morc adapted to reccive it.” And, a littic after,
hc adds thefe encouraging Words ;---< Perhaps the
<« Profccution of fuch Trials upon living Creatures
<¢ may, in time, make us more acquainted with the
<« Laws and A&ions of this impetuous Part (as Hzp-
“ pocrates callsit ¥¥) @iz, the nervous Fluid in the
¢« ‘animal Machine.  Ite res accendunt lumina
< yebus t+."

In the late Edition of the Works of the Honour-
able Mr. Boyle, Pol. V. Page 646. is a Letter from
Mt. Clayton, dated Fune 23. 1684. at Fames City in
Virginias in which he gives Mr. Boyle an Account
of a ftrange Accident (as he calls it); and adds, that
he had inclofed the very Paper Colonel Digges gave
him of ir, under his own Hand and Name, to atteft
the Truth; and that the famc was alfo aflerted to

him
* phil. Tranf. N°. 417. + Dr. Mead Mechan. Account
of Poifons, Introduét. p. 33, 39. Ed. 3d. *& Hipp. Epidem.

lib. vi. § 8. Td dgudrra copata.  +} Lucret. lib.i. ver. 1110
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him by Madam Digges, his Lady, Sifter to the Wife
of Major Sewall, and Daughter of the Lord Ba/ti-
more, to whom this Accident happened.

This Paper, very unhappily, came not to hand till
after Mr. Boyle's Works were printed 5 and therefore
could not be inferted with Mr. Glaytow's Letter :
But, having fince met with it, I prefent the following
exact Copy of it to you, and, if you judge fir, by
your Hands to the Royal Society.

« Maryland, Anno 1683,

« HERE happened, about the Month of Novens-
“ ber, to one Mrs. Sufanna Sewall, Wife to
« Major Nic. Sewall of the Province abovefaid, a
¢« ftrange Flafhing of Sparks ({fecem’d to be of Fire)
¢ inallthe wearing Apparel fhe put on, and fo con-
¢ tinued till Candlemas: And, in the Company of
“ feveral, viz. Captain Fobn Harris, Mr. Edward
 Braines, Captain Edward Poulfon, &c. the faid
« Sufanna did (end feveral of her wearing Apparel ;
« and, when they were fhaken, it would fly out in
¢« Sparks, and make a Noife much like unto Bay-
“ leaves when flung into the Fire ; and onc Spark
¢« litt on Major Sewa/l/'s Thumb-nail, and there con-
“« tinued at lcaft a Minute before it went out, with-
« out any Heat: All which happened inthe Com-
« pany of

Wm. Digges.

[{} My
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* <« My Lady Baltimore, her Mother-in-law, for

-« fome time before the Death of her Son Cecz-
“ Jius Calvert, had the like happened to her;
« which has made Madam Sewaz// much trou-
 bled at what has happened to her.”

« They cauled Mrs. Sufanne Sewal/ one Day to
« put on her Sitter Digges’s Petticoar, which
« they had tried beforchand, and would not
¢ fparkles but at Night, when Madam Sewal/
“« put it off, it would fparkic as the reft of her
* own Garments did.”

The celebrated ' Bartholin of Copenbagen, in his
Colic&tion of anatomical Hiftorics that are unufual,
Century 111. Hiff. Lxx. which he intitles Mulier
fplendens, gives us a parallel Inftance in a noble
Lady of Perema in Italy, which, he fays, he had
from an Account of the Phenomenon publithed by
Petrus a Caftro, a learnced Phyfician of the fame
Piace, in a {mall Treatife intituled De Igne Lam-
bente. Thercis this Circumftance not mentioned in
Mrs. Sewall's Cafe (tho’ perhaps it would have hap-
pened, if Trial had becn made, as well as in the Cale
of the Ita/ian Lady); which I think not improper to
mention, in Bartholin's own Words, — “ ut guo-
“ tiens leviter linteo corpus tetigerit, [cintille ex
““ artubus copiofe profiliaunt, cunitis domefticis cou-
“ [picue, mon [écus ac [i e filice excuterentur.” At
the Conclufion of this Relation he refers us to a Book
of his, intituled, De Luce Animalium, for more In-

Inftances

* The additional Lines are not in Colonel Digges’s Hand, but
Loemocs e ig Mir Clagrom's.
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frances of thefe lucid Effsvia; and fays, he has there
fhown the Caufe of them at large; but, asI have not
yct got a Sight of that Book, I can fay nothing fur-
ther —~ only, that in the fccond Century of the
Hiftories above-mentioned, Hiffory x11. he afferts,
that-he has prov'd, in his Book de Luce, &c. that Light
is connatural or innate to all, as wecll Vegetables as
Animals.

There is another Author, Dr. Simpfon, who pub-
lithed a Philofophical Difcourfe of Fermentation,
dedicated to the Royal Society, Anno 1675. who
takes notice of Light proceeding from ‘Animals, on
the Frication or Pe&tation (as he calls it) of them ;
and inftances in the Combing a Woman’s Head, the
Currying of a Horfe, and the Frication of a Cat’s
Back ; the two laft of which are known to moft. I
cannot tell whether it be material to add, that, ac-
cording to this Gentleman’s Hypothefis, he would
aflign the Principles of Fermentation, which he {up-
pofes to be Acidum & Sulphur, asthe Caufe of thefc
lucid Efffwvia in Animals. His Hypothefis 1 may
not take upon me to judge of 5 but I humbly appre-
hend, the Properties of the Efffuvia in animal Bodics
are many of them common with thofe produced from
Glafs, ¢re. s fuch as their being lucid, their Snapping,
and their not being excited without fome Degree
of Frittion, and, I prefume, I may add, Eleéricity ;
for I have,; by repeated Trials, found a Cat’s Back
to be ftrongly eleétrical, when firoak’d.

I muft intreat your Candor in excufing the Errors
and Imperfetions you may obferve in this Paper to
my prefent weak State of Health; and I was un-
willing to delay any longer a fmall Teftimony of

L1l my
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my Defire to promote the Defigns of the Royal
Society ; to which and its worthy Prefident, 1 am

A faithfub bumble Servant,
Tooting, May e

1745+
Henry Miles.

P. S. In the Account of fome of the earlicr ele@ri-
cal Experiments made by Mr. Gray, Phil. Tranf.
N°. 366. we are informed, that he cletrified fe-
veral other Bodies, befides animal ‘Subftances, by
drawing them between his Thumb and Fingerss
in particular, Linnen of divers Sorts, Paper, and Fir-
Shavings, which would not only be attracted to
his Hand, but attract all {mall Bodies to them, as
other cleé@ric Bodies do. Now, notwithftanding
this laft Circumftance of their attralting, as well as
being attra&ted, may it not be queftioned, Whe-
ther, in this Way of Trial, it appears that they
arc eleCtrical Bodies, or Ele€irics per fe2 Is it not
doubtful (fince his Fingers muft be excited con-
fiderably in this Expcriment) whether he did not
communicate EleGricity to them from his Hand,
rather than excite it inthem ? I have no doubt but
that the Principle is inherent in many other Bodies
befides Animal, poflibly, in all Bodies whatever s
But as it is allow’d, I fuppofe generally, that Ani-
mals have a greater Quantity of it refiding jn them,
than other Subftances, there feems Room to admit
the Doubt I have mention’d, which I fubmit to
the Confideration of fich as are curious in Expes
siments of this kind,
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